
THE BABBLER

Welcome to the Winter Edition of the Babbler

Now that the cold has well and truly settled in across our patch, winter
reminds us how much strength there is in community. Even in the quiet
season, our landscapes keep changing, our volunteers keep showing up,
and small actions continue to make a big difference.

Thank you for staying connected, staying curious, and staying involved.
Grab a warm drink, settle in, and enjoy this winter edition of The Babbler
— full of stories, updates, and the steady heartbeat of Landcare across
our region.

Oh, and we are running the ‘Picture Our Place’ photo competition.  So,
step outside (in your winter woollies), look around, and capture what
makes our Landcare area special!  Everyone is invited to share the beauty,
stories, and everyday moments that connect us to the Buloke and
Northern Grampians landscape. Whether it’s a sunrise over the paddocks,
a curious kangaroo, or a neighbour lending a hand, your photo can help
celebrate the people and places that make our community thrive. No
fancy camera needed — just your eyes, your phone, and your creativity.
More information on Page 6 and on the BNGLN website.  

The comp opens 27 June, can’t wait to see your amazing photos.
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B N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M EB N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M EB N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M E

L  t o  R :  P a u l  S h e r i d a n ,  Tr e v o r  C a m p b e l l ,  C a r o l  C a m p b e l l ,  P r u e  M c A l l i s t e r ,  D o u g a l  M c A l l i s t e r

O n  t h e  3 r d  M a y  2 0 2 6 ,  t h e  B u l o k e  &  N o r t h e r n  G r a m p i a n s  L a n d c a r e  N e t w o r k
c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  2 0 2 6  H a l l  o f  F a m e  w h i c h  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  L a n d c a r e ’s  4 0  y e a r
a n n i v e r s a r y  w i t h  a  w a r m  a n d  s p i r i t e d  g a t h e r i n g  a t  Ta l t a r n i  V i n e y a r d ,  M o o n a m b e l .
A g a i n s t  a  b a c k d r o p  o f  a u t u m n  v i n e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p r i d e ,  f i v e  a w a r d s  w e r e
p r e s e n t e d  t o  r e c o g n i s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  g r o u p s  w h o s e  d e d i c a t i o n  h a s  s h a p e d  t h e
r e g i o n ’s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l e g a c y.

T h e  e v e n t  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  v o l u n t e e r s ,  p a r t n e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a n d
f a m i l i e s  —  a l l  u n i t e d  b y  a  s h a r e d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c a r i n g  f o r  c o u n t r y.    A  h i g h l i g h t  o f
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w a s  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  2 0 2 6  H a l l  o f  F a m e  a w a r d  w i n n e r s ,
c a p t u r e d  i n  t h e  p h o t o  a b o v e .

T h e  4 0 - y e a r  c e l e b r a t i o n  a t  Ta l t a r n i  V i n e y a r d  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  a n  a w a r d s  c e r e m o n y  —
i t  w a s  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  r o l l e d  u p  t h e i r  s l e e v e s  f o r  d e c a d e s  t o
p r o t e c t  t h e  r e g i o n ’s  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s ,  g r a s s l a n d s ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .
A s  L a n d c a r e  e n t e r s  i t s  f i f t h  d e c a d e ,  t h e  s t o r i e s  s h a r e d  o n  t h e  d a y  —  f r o m  J e a n
H o l l a n d ’s  d a w n  v i g i l s  t o  t h e  A P B LG ’s  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  w a l k s  —  r e m i n d  u s  t h a t
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t e w a r d s h i p  i s  b u i l t  o n  p a s s i o n ,  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s p i r i t .
T h e  B N G L N  t h a n k e d  a l l  v o l u n t e e r s ,  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  w h o  c o n t i n u e  t o  k e e p
L a n d c a r e  s t r o n g .
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B N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M E  A W A R D  W I N N E R SB N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M E  A W A R D  W I N N E R SB N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M E  A W A R D  W I N N E R S

E l v i e  M c D o n a l d  A w a r d  f o r  B i o d i v e r s i t y

P r e s e n t e d  t o :  M a b e l  “ J e a n”  H o l l a n d

J e a n  H o l l a n d ’s  s t o r y  —  d r a w n  f r o m  l o c a l  m e m o r y
a n d  f a m i l y  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  —  i s  o n e  o f  f i e r c e
a d v o c a c y  a n d  q u i e t  c o u r a g e .  A  p r o t e c t o r  o f  n a t i v e
b i r d s  a t  H o l l a n d s  L a k e  a n d  a  v i s i o n a r y  c u s t o d i a n
o f  Yo r k  P l a i n s ,  J e a n  c h a m p i o n e d  w i l d l i f e  l o n g
b e f o r e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  b e c a m e  m a i n s t r e a m .

J o h n  D o u g l a s  A w a r d  f o r  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t

P r e s e n t e d  t o :  P a u l  S h e r i d a n

P a u l  S h e r i d a n  w a s  r e c o g n i s e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e
d e c a d e s  o f  i n n o v a t i v e  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t .  F r o m  e a r l y
s a l i n i t y  m i t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g
5 0 0 , 0 0 0  s a l t b u s h  p l a n t s  a c r o s s  2 7 0  h e c t a r e s ,  P a u l ’s
w o r k  h a s  t r a n s f o r m e d  d e g r a d e d  l a n d  i n t o  r e s i l i e n t
h a b i t a t  a n d  h i s  p r o p e r t y  n o w  r a n k s  i n  t h e  t o p  3 0 %  o f
P l a i n s - w a n d e r e r  a c o u s t i c  m o n i t o r i n g  s i t e s  s t a t e w i d e .

Te r r y  S i m p s o n  L a n d c a r e  G r o u p  A w a r d

P r e s e n t e d  t o :  A v o n  P l a i n s – B a n y e n a  L a n d c a r e  G r o u p   

O n e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ’s  l o n g e s t - r u n n i n g  g r o u p s ,  A P B LG
w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  f o r  f o u r  d e c a d e s  o f  a d v o c a c y,
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  o n - g r o u n d  w o r k s  —  f r o m
r e v e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  R i v e r  t o  c u l t u r a l
h e r i t a g e  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  D j a  D j a  W u r r u n g .
T h e i r  r e c e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  n e w  e d u c a t i o n a l
s i g n a g e  a t  W a l k e r s  L a k e  a n d  o n g o i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  o f
t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S t r i p e d  L e g l e s s
L i z a r d .
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B N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M E  A W A R D  W I N N E R SB N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M E  A W A R D  W I N N E R SB N G L N  H A L L  O F  F A M E  A W A R D  W I N N E R S

C a r r i e  J e s s i e  A w a r d  f o r  C o m m u n i t y  &  A d v o c a c y

P r e s e n t e d  t o :  C a r o l  C a m p b e l l

C a r o l  C a m p b e l l ’s  4 0 - p l u s  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  w e r e
h o n o u r e d  w i t h  h e a r t f e l t  a p p l a u s e .  H e r  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s
s h a p e d  t h e  A v o n  P l a i n s – B a n y e n a  l a n d s c a p e ,  f r o m
f e n c i n g  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  R i v e r  t o  c h a m p i o n i n g
i m p r o v e m e n t s  a t  W a l k e r s  L a k e .   C a r o l ’s  W i n t e r
W a r m e r  W a l k s  a n d  h e r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c o m m u n i t y
e d u c a t i o n  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n s p i r e  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n s .

B N G L N  L e g e n d  A w a r d

P r e s e n t e d  t o :  Tr e v o r  C a m p b e l l   

T h e  N e t w o r k ’s  l e g e n d  a w a r d  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o
Tr e v o r  C a m p b e l l ,  a  f o u n d a t i o n a l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  A v o n –
R i c h a r d s o n  c a t c h m e n t .  Tr e v o r ’s  l e a d e r s h i p  h e l p e d
e s t a b l i s h  m u l t i p l e  L a n d c a r e  g r o u p s ,  s e c u r e  m a j o r
f u n d i n g ,  a n d  d r i v e  l a n d m a r k  p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  t h e
B u l o k e  B i o l i n k .

Tr e v o r  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  c e r e m o n y  b y  c u t t i n g  t h e
o f f i c i a l  4 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  L a n d c a r e  C a k e ,  a  s y m b o l i c
m o m e n t  r e c o g n i s i n g  b o t h  h i s t o r y  a n d  h o p e  f o r  t h e
f u t u r e .
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W y c h e p r o o f  a n d  D i s t r i c t  L a n d c a r e

W y c h e p r o o f  a n d  D i s t r i c t  L a n d c a r e  h e l d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  ‘ P l a n t  t h e  W y c h e p r o o f
W e t l a n d s ’  D a y  o n  S u n d a y  1 9  J u l y  a s  p a r t  o f  N a t i o n a l  Tr e e  D a y.  T h e  d a y  i n c l u d e d
p l a n t i n g  m a n y  p l a n t s ,  r e - g u a r d i n g  e x i s t i n g  p l a n t s  a n d  c l e a n i n g  u p ,  a s  p a r t  o f  a
l o n g - t e r m  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t .   A l b e i t  f o g g y,  i t  w a s  a  t e r r i f c  d a y  w i t h  l o t s  o f  g o o d
c h e e r,  f o o d  a n d  c o m p a n y.

Pg 7
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W H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N GW H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N GW H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N G

C H E C K  O U T  
T H E  N E W  

B N G L N  T R A I L E R
I N  A C T I O N
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F r i e n d s  o f  M t  W y c h e p r o o f

( L  t o  R )  –  M a r n e y  D u r i e ,  V i v  P a r i s h  a n d  A n d r e a  C o a t s w o r t h

T h e  A N Z A C  D a y  s e r v i c e  i n  2 0 2 6  i n  W y c h e p r o o f  h a d  a n  e x t r a  n o t e w o r t h y  e v e n t  t a k e
p l a c e .   A  k e y  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s  c o m m e m o r a t i o n s  w a s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f
W y c h e p r o o f ’s  C u r r a j o n g  -  A v e n u e  o f  H o n o u r  o n  M t  W y c h e p r o o f  -  a  f o r g o t t e n  A v e n u e
o f  H o n o u r  f o r  W W 1 .   

A r t i c l e  f r o m  t h e  1 9 1 8  n e w s p a p e r s  -  ‘ I n  A u g u s t  1 9 1 8 ,  t w e n t y - f i v e  l o c a l  f a m i l i e s
p l a n t e d  C u r r a j o n g  t r e e s  o n  M o u n t  W y c h e p r o o f  t o  h o n o u r  y o u n g  m e n  f r o m  t h e
d i s t r i c t  w h o  l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r.’

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  o v e r  t i m e ,  t h e  u n i q u e  a v e n u e  o n  t h e  m o u n t  g r a d u a l l y  f a d e d  f r o m
p u b l i c  m e m o r y  d u e  t o  a  f o r m a l  c e n o t a p h  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  t o w n’s  m a i n  s t r e e t  i n
1 9 2 2 ,  a n d  t h e  s p o r t s  a n d  A & P  e v e n t s  b e i n g  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  M o u n t  t o  a  l a t e r
f a c i l i t y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  t h e  M o u n t  r e s e r v e  b e i n g  f e n c e d  o f f  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ’s  f o r
a  p r o p o s e d  z o o  i n i t i a t i v e .  2 0 1 9  s a w  t h e  f e n c e s  r e m o v e d ,  t h e  c u r r a j o n g s  h a v i n g  b e e n
f o u n d  a g a i n  a  y e a r  o r  t w o  b e f o r e .

S i x t e e n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r e e s  s t i l l  s t a n d ,  a n d  t h e  m i s s i n g  t r e e s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n
r e p l a n t e d  f r o m  s e e d  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l s .
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F r i e n d s  o f  M t  W y c h e p r o o f  c o n t .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  2 0 2 6  m o r n i n g s  A N Z A C  D a y  s e r v i c e s  a t  C e n t e n a r y  P a r k  i n  W y c h e p r o o f ,
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  g a t h e r e d  o n  M o u n t  W y c h e p r o o f  f o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  u n v e i l i n g  o f  a  n e w
p l a q u e  m a r k i n g  t h e  r e s t o r e d  A v e n u e ,  w i t h  t h e  C h a r l t o n  W y c h e p r o o f  B r a s s  B a n d
p l a y i n g ,  a n d  t h e n  a  b a r b e c u e  l u n c h .

S o m e  t w e n t y - t h r e e  o f  t h e  2 5  m e m o r i a l i s e d  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  2 0 2 6
d a y  b y  f a m i l y  d e s c e n d a n t s .  S o m e  h a v i n g  t r a v e l l e d  f r o m  P e r t h ,  W A  a n d  Q u e e n s l a n d
p l u s  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  V i c t o r i a  a n d  N S W.

T h e  1 9 1 8  p l a n t i n g  h a d  b e e n  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  t h e n  ‘ C o m f o r t  F u n d ’  o f  W y c h e p r o o f ,
w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  m o s t l y  o f  w o m e n  w h o  w e r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  w a r,  a n d  w e r e  r a i s i n g
f u n d s  t o  s e n d  c o m f o r t  p a c k a g e s  t o  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s

S o  i t  w a s  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  h a v e  t h r e e  k e y  l o c a l  w o m e n  d e s c e n d a n t s  c u t  r i b b o n s
o n  t h e  c u r t a i n  t o  t h e  n e w  p l a q u e  i n  2 0 2 6 ,  a n d  t h e n  ( a s  t h e  p h o t o  s h o w s )  i n v i t e  a l l
t h e  r e l a t e d  f a m i l y ’s  f e m a l e  d e s c e n d a n t  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t h a t  d a y,  t o  p o s e  f o r  t h e
p h o t o .  

T h e  c u r a r j o n g s  a v e n u e  i s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  b e i n g  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  f a c e  o f
M t  W y c h e p r o o f .

T h e  p e o p l e  i n  f r o n t  w h o  c u t  t h e  r i b b o n s  w e r e  ( L  t o  R )  –  M a r n e y  D u r i e ,  V i v  P a r i s h
a n d  A n d r e a  C o a t s w o r t h .  

T h e  A N Z A C  D a y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  W y c h e p r o o f  w e r e  a l l  b o l s t e r e d  b y  t h e  e x t r a  n u m b e r s
w i t h  ( r e c e n t )  r e c o r d  c r o w d s  a t  t h e  D a w n  S e r v i c e  a t  t h e  c e n o t a p h  –  7 0  n u m b e r.
E s t i m a t e d  t w o  h u n d r e d  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  f l a g  s e r v i c e  a t  1 1  a m ,  a n d  a t
l e a s t  1 5 0  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  M o u n t  f o r  t h e  r e - d e d i c a t i o n  c e r e m o n y.
A  w o n d e r f u l  d a y  f o r  s u c h  a  t r a g i c  r e c o g n i t i o n .  

T h e  2 0 2 6  A N Z A C  d a y  w a s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  M t  W y c h e p r o o f  w i t h  t h e
W y c h e p r o o f  S u b - B r a n c h  o f  t h e  R S L  a n d  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  W y c h e p r o o f  L i o n s
C l u b ,  W y c h e p r o o f  O p  S h o p ,  W y c h e p r o o f  &  D i s t r i c t  h i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  W y c h e p r o o f  P -
1 2  C o l l e g e ,  C h a r l t o n  W y c h e p r o o f  B r a s s  b a n d ,  C a l d e r  U n i t e d  H o c k e y  C l u b  a n d  m a n y
v o l u n t e e r s .  
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W e t l a n d s  o f  R u p a n y u p  w i t h  A v o n  P l a i n s
B a n y e n a  L a n d c a r e  G r o u p

C o n t r i b u t e d  b y  A l a n a  R i v e r a  K i n g s t o n ,  Ya r r i l i n k s  L a n d c a r e  N e t w o r k

S u n n y  w i n t e r  d a y s  m a k e  f o r  p e r f e c t  w e a t h e r  t o  h e a d  o u t  t o  e x p l o r e  l o c a l
w e t l a n d s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  r a i n  a n d  a  h i n t  o f  s p r i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  s e e i n g
t h e m  c o m e  a l i v e  w i t h  b i r d s o n g  a n d  f r o g  c a l l s .  O n  a  r e c e n t  S u n d a y,  m e m b e r s
o f  A v o n  P l a i n s  B a n y e n a  L a n d c a r e  a n d  t h e  w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y  d i d  j u s t  t h a t ,
h e a d i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  R u p a n y u p  a r e a  o n  W o t j o b a l u k  N a t i o n s  C o u n t r y.

M u t t o n  S w a m p  i s  a  s h o r t  d r i v e  s o u t h  o f  R u p a n y u p ,  a n d  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s e t
a s i d e  t o  b e  t h e  t o w n’s  w a t e r  s u p p l y.  B r o w n  Tr e e c r e e p e r s ,  a  s p e c i e s  l i s t e d  a s
v u l n e r a b l e ,  w e r e  s e e n  h o p p i n g  a l o n g  B l a c k  B o x  t r e e s ,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e
p l a n t e d  w h e n  t h e  a r e a  w a s  d e c l a r e d  a  w e t l a n d s  i n  1 9 8 7 .  M u t t o n
S w a m p  r e c e i v e s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  W i m m e r a  M a l l e e  P i p e l i n e ,
b e n e f i t t i n g  l o c a l  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  w i l d l i f e .  A n  A u s t r a l a s i a n  G r e b e  m e t  u s  o n
t h e  w a t e r  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r e s e r v e ,  w h e r e  t h e  g r o u p  h e a r d  f r o m  l o c a l
b i r d i n g  e x p e r t  I a n  M o r g a n ,  w h o  s a i d  t h a t  c r i t i c a l l y  e n d a n g e r e d  S w i f t  P a r r o t s
h a d  b e e n  s e e n  a t  M u t t o n  S w a m p  t h i s  t i m e  l a s t  y e a r.

T h e  n e x t  s t o p  w a s  R u p a n y u p  R e s e r v o i r ,  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f
t o w n ,  w h e r e  t h e  d e c o m m i s s i o n e d  w a t e r  s u p p l y  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o
a  t h r i v i n g  f o r e s t  a n d  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.  R u p a n y u p  L a n d c a r e  m e m b e r
A d r i a n  Ty l e r ,  w h o  i s  l a r g e l y  t o  t h a n k  f o r  t u r n i n g  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  s i t e  i n t o  w h a t
i t  i s  t o d a y,  l e a d  t h e  g r o u p  o n  a  l e i s u r e l y  w a l k  a r o u n d  t h e  c i r c u i t  t r a c k .

B r o w n - H e a d e d  H o n e y e a t e r s
a n d  S i n g i n g  H o n e y e a t e r s  w e r e
o b s e r v e d  e n j o y i n g  a
l a n d s c a p e  f i l l e d  w i t h
t h o u s a n d s  o f  n a t i v e  t r e e s  a n d
s h r u b s  ( b o t h  l o c a l  a n d  n o n -
l o c a l  s p e c i e s ) ,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h
A d r i a n  p r o p a g a t e d  f r o m  s e e d
h e  c o l l e c t e d .  A d r i a n
c o n t i n u e s  t o  u n d e r t a k e
p l a n t i n g  a n d  w e e d
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  a n d
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  h a s  s p e n t
c o u n t l e s s  v o l u n t e e r  h o u r s
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  i n c l u d i n g
b u i l d i n g  a  f o o t b r i d g e  a n d
s p r e a d i n g  t o n n e s  o f  g r a v e l  b y
h a n d .
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W e t l a n d s  o f  R u p a n y u p  w i t h  
A v o n  P l a i n s  B a n y e n a  L a n d c a r e  G r o u p  c o n t .

A f t e r  a  p i c n i c  l u n c h  a t  J a c k  E m m e t t  B i l l a b o n g ,  t h e  g r o u p  h e a d e d  t o  J a c k ’s
Tr a c k ,  w h i c h  m e a n d e r s  t h r o u g h  B l a c k  B o x  a n d  L i g n u m  t o w a r d  a  w e t l a n d  a n d
w o o d l a n d  a r e a .  B e g i n n i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  o l d  R u p a n y u p  F l o u r  M i l l ,  w h e r e  t h e  f i r s t
c o n c r e t e  s i l o s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  w e r e  b u i l t ,  J a c k ’s  Tr a c k  i s  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d  t h a t  h a s
b e e n  o p e n e d  u p  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w i t h  A d r i a n
Ty l e r  a g a i n  p l a y i n g  a  l a r g e  r o l e  i n  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  p l a n t i n g  a n d  o n g o i n g
m a i n t e n a n c e .  C o n v e r t e d  f r o m  a  s i t e  t h a t  i n  2 0 0 5  c o n t a i n e d  o n l y  a  s i n g l e  B l a c k
B o x  t r e e ,  a n d  w h e r e  a  s a n d  q u a r r y  w a s  o n c e  u s e d  t o  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e
t o w n’s  c o n c r e t e  s i l o s ,  i t  i s  n o w  a  r e v e g e t a t e d  w e t l a n d  t h a t  s e r v e s  b o t h
e c o l o g i c a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p u r p o s e s .  A  W h i t e - F a c e d  H e r o n ,  A u s t r a l a s i a n
G r e b e s ,  E u r a s i a n  C o o t s  a n d  P a c i f i c  B l a c k  D u c k s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  e n j o y i n g  t h e
s e r i e s  o f  d a m s ,  w h i c h  h e l p  f i l t e r  w a t e r  o n  i t s  l a s t  s t o p  i n  t h e  t o w n’s  w a t e r
t r e a t m e n t  j o u r n e y,  b e f o r e  b e i n g  p u t  t o  u s e  o n  t h e  l o c a l  f o o t y  o v a l .

W e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  i d e a l  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  f o r  g e t t i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  w i n t e r
s u n s h i n e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  o u r  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  o r  t o  g e t  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  g r o u n d ,
a n d  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  L a n d c a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a p p e n i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t h a t
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a r e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e  t o  a t t e n d .  T h e  n e x t  A v o n  P l a i n s
L a n d c a r e  e v e n t  i s  a  v i s i t  t o  D a l k i  G a r r i n g a  N a t i v e  N u r s e r y  i n  W a i l  o n
W e d n e s d a y  2 2 J u l y  a t  1 0 a m ,  a l l  w e l c o m e .

G r o u p  p h o t o  f r o m  L  t o  R :
M e r i l y n  F r a n k ,  C a r o l  C a m p b e l l ,  Ly n  S u d h o l z ,  A n n  D u n s t a n ,  P r u e  M c A l l i s t e r ,
D e b  J e n k i n s ,  P e t e r  S u d h o l z ,  R i c h a r d  B a z e l e y  a n d  A d r i a n  Ty l e r
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F R R R  ( F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  R u r a l  &  R e g i o n a l  R e n e w a l )
I n  a  G o o d  P l a c e  g r a n t s  p r o g r a m  i s  n o w  o p e n  f o r
a p p l i c a t i o n s !  I n  a  G o o d  P l a c e  s u p p o r t s  c o m m u n i t y -
l e d  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  b o o s t  m e n t a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l
w e l l b e i n g .  W i t h  d e d i c a t e d  s t r e a m s  f o r  c o m m u n i t y
w e l l b e i n g  a n d  f a r m i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  n o w ’s  t h e  t i m e
t o  t u r n  y o u r  i d e a  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  m e a n i n g f u l .  🌱

L e a r n  m o r e  a n d  a p p l y  
h t t p s : // l n k d . i n / g J e _ R z q 4
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W I R E S  N a t i o n a l  G r a n t s  P r o g r a m  2 0 2 6
T h e r e ’s  t h r e e  w e e k s  r e m a i n i n g  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  W I R E S  N a t i o n a l  G r a n t s
P r o g r a m  2 0 2 6 .  T h e  p r o g r a m  s u p p o r t s  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  d e l i v e r  t a n g i b l e
l o n g - t e r m  o u t c o m e s  f o r  A u s t r a l i a n  w i l d l i f e  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t a t s
i n c l u d i n g :

W i l d l i f e  r e s c u e  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
E m e r g e n c y  p r e p a r e d n e s s  a n d  r e s p o n s e  i n i t i a t i v e s
N a t i v e  s p e c i e s  r e c o v e r y  a n d  h a b i t a t  c o n s e r v a t i o n
C a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  w i l d l i f e  s e c t o r
C o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .

W i t h  u p  t o  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r o s s  t h e  f u n d i n g  t i e r s ,  e l i g i b l e  w i l d l i f e  c a r e r s ,
r e s c u e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  N G O s ,  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p a r t n e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a p p l y.  A p p l i c a i t o n s  c l o s e  3
A u g u s t  2 0 2 6 .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t
h t t p s : // w w w. w i r e s . o r g . a u / n a t i o n a l - g r a n t s - p r o g r a m

https://www.linkedin.com/company/foundation-for-rural-&-regional-renewal/posts
https://lnkd.in/gJe_Rzq4
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Farm Business Resil ience Program
The FBR supports farmers to develop the knowledge and ski l ls they need to improve
their farm business and be better equipped to manage the impacts of drought and a
changing cl imate.  The FBR program supports farmers to improve ski l ls and
management practices in:

business planning and risk management 
farm finances and profitable decision making  
managing people on farm, farm safety and wellbeing  
cl imate adaptation and natural resource improvement including soil ,  water,  crops
and pastures.

The FBR Program is jointly funded through the Austral ian Government’s Future
Drought Fund and the Victorian Government’s Future Agriculture Skil ls Capacity
Fund.  

Website:  https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/farm-management/prepare/farm-business-
resi l ience-program

BushBank Program
BushBank provides opportunit ies for private landowners to restore and protect
native vegetation on their  land.  Cassinia Environmental is delivering the program
thanks to the Victorian Government’s $77 mil l ion BushBank program funding.
Expressions of Interest are now open for this round of funding and close 31 March.
If  selected, al l  landowners wil l  receive BushBank funding and guidance for their
restoration project.  Cassinia may also assist with project delivery.  

Website:  https://cassinia.com/bushbank/

Climate Posit ive Farming Init iative
North Central  CMA is delivering the Climate Posit ive Farming Init iative across the
catchment with funding through the Austral ian Government’s Natural Heritage Trust
under the Climate Smart Agriculture Program. The team is working with farmer
groups to deliver workshops and field days on topics that wil l  help farmers to
improve soil  health and build resi l ience into their  farming systems. They would l ike
to hear from yourselves about what speakers or topics you would l ike more
information on. Examples of topics may include subsoil  manuring or the use of
gypsum or compost to improve soil  health. Please share your ideas and thoughts
with your Landcare facil i tator Jane.  

Website:
https://nccma.vic.gov.au/media/documents/Carbon_Posit ive_Farming_Iniatit ive_EoI.
pdf

P R O J E C T S  A N D  P R O G R A M S  T H A T  Y O U
M A Y  B E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N
P R O J E C T S  A N D  P R O G R A M S  T H A T  Y O U
M A Y  B E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N
P R O J E C T S  A N D  P R O G R A M S  T H A T  Y O U
M A Y  B E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N
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D o  y o u  k n o w  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e r o  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i s e d ?  

H e l p  r e c o g n i s e  a  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e r o  o r  g r o u p  b y  n o m i n a t i n g  t h e m  f o r  t h e
2 0 2 6  S t a t e  a n d  T e r r i t o r y  L a n d c a r e  A w a r d s !  T h e s e  a w a r d s  c e l e b r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
g r o u p s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  p r o t e c t i n g  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  l a n d ,  w a t e r  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s .  

W h o  c o m e s  t o  m i n d ?  
A  v o l u n t e e r  w h o ’ s  s p e n t  y e a r s  r e s t o r i n g  a  l o c a l  r e s e r v e  
A  l a n d c a r e ,  C o a s t c a r e ,  b u s h c a r e ,  ‘ F r i e n d s  o f ’  o r  r i v e r c a r e  g r o u p  m a k i n g  a
d i f f e r e n c e  
A  T r a d i t i o n a l  O w n e r  o r  F i r s t  N a t i o n s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c a r i n g  f o r  C o u n t r y  
A  s c h o o l ,  y o u t h  g r o u p  o r  y o u n g  p e r s o n  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e i r
c o m m u n i t y  
t h e  n e i g h b o u r  w h o  s p e n d s  w e e k e n d s  r e p l a n t i n g  a  c r e e k  l i n e
t h e  f a r m e r  t r i a l l i n g  n e w  w a y s  t o  b e  s u s t a i n a b l e  o n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y
t h e  t e a c h e r  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  g r o w  a  h a b i t a t  g a r d e n
t h e  v o l u n t e e r  g r o u p  t h a t  t u r n s  u p  m o n t h  a f t e r  m o n t h  t o  r e s t o r e  a  l o c a l  r e s e r v e
a n d  h e l p  i m p r o v e  b i o d i v e r s i t y .

N o m i n a t i o n s  a r e  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  t o  e v e r y o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e l f - n o m i n a t i o n s .  I t  o n l y
t a k e s  a r o u n d  1 0 - m i n u t e s  t o  s u b m i t  a  n o m i n a t i o n  a n d  s h i n e  a  l i g h t  o n  t h e
i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  h a p p e n i n g  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .
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O T H E R  B I T S  A N D  P I E C E SO T H E R  B I T S  A N D  P I E C E SO T H E R  B I T S  A N D  P I E C E S
D O N ’ T  M I S S  O U T,

N O M I N AT I O N S

C LO S E  3 1  J U LY
2 0 2 6 !

LO O K I N G  F O R  C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S
W e’ r e  i n v i t i n g  l o c a l s  t o  j o i n  o u r  B N G L N …  w e l l ,  l e t ’s  c a l l  i t

a n y t h i n g  b u t  a  c o m m i t t e e !  T h e  w o r d  c o m m i t t e e  s o u n d s  l i k e
c l i p b o a r d s ,  f l u o r e s c e n t  l i g h t s ,  o l d e r  p e o p l e  a n d  s o m e o n e
s a y i n g  “ m o v i n g  a  m o t i o n ,”  b u t  o u r s  i s  r e a l l y  j u s t  a  g r e a t

b u n c h  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  m e e t  q u a r t e r l y ,  s h a r e  i d e a s ,  l a u g h  a  l o t ,
a n d  h e l p  g u i d e  L a n d c a r e  p r o j e c t s  i n  a  r e l a x e d ,  p r a c t i c a l  w a y.

T h i n k  o f  i t  a s  a  f r i e n d l y  c r e w,  a  b r a i n s ‑ t r u s t ,  a  q u a r t e r l y
c a t c h ‑ u p  w i t h  p u r p o s e  —  w h a t e v e r  f e e l s  l e s s  s c a r y  t h a n
c o m m i t t e e .  I f  y o u ’ r e  k e e n  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  s o m e t h i n g  f u n ,

m e a n i n g f u l ,  a n d  v e r y  l o w ‑ s t r e s s ,  w e ’d  l o v e  t o  h a v e  y o u  j u m p
i n .   F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  A d a m  C a m p b e l l  

o n  0 4 2 8  3 0 8  7 0 8  

W I N T E R  2 0 2 6



Weed Removal in Action

Pg 17

B N G L N  A C T I V I T Y  C A L E N D A RB N G L N  A C T I V I T Y  C A L E N D A RB N G L N  A C T I V I T Y  C A L E N D A R
T h i s  c a l e n d a r  i s  f o r  B N G L N  g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s .   P l e a s e  l e t  t h e  B N G L N
F a c i l i t a t o r  J a n e  k n o w  o f  a n y  u p - a n d - c o m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  /  e v e n t s .   T h e s e
w i l l  a l s o  b e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  B N G L N  w e b s i t e .
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We acknowledge that our Network performs its activities on Dja Dja Wurrung and Barengi Gadjin

Country. We acknowledge and extend our appreciation for the Dja Dja Wurrung and Barengi Gadjin

peoples, the Traditional Custodians of the country on which we work and volunteer. We pay our

respects to leaders and Elders past and present for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture

and the hopes of all First Nations Peoples. We express our gratitude in the sharing of this Country, our

sorrow for the personal, spiritual and cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that we may walk

forward together in harmony and in the spirit of healing.

The Babbler is a publication of the 
Buloke and Northern Grampians Landcare Network

The Babbler is produced quarterly - Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring.  

If you would like to receive a copy of the Babbler, please contact the Landcare
Facilitator, Jane, via the details below.  The Babbler is also available on the

Network’s website.

If you would like to place an article in the Babbler, get in touch with Jane.

Contact: Jane Bowker, Network Facilitator
E: info@bnglandcare.org

M: 0477 092 566

Our Website: www.bnglandcare.org
Our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/bnglandcarenetwork

W I N T E R  2 0 2 6

http://www.bnglandcare.org/

	WINTER 2026
	THE BABBLER
	Newsletter of the  Buloke and Northern Grampians Landcare Network
	FROM THE GROUND UP - WE MAKE IT HAPPEN
	IN THIS NEWSLETTER
	WINTER 2026

	BNGLN HALL OF FAME
	On the 3rd May 2026, the Buloke & Northern Grampians Landcare Network celebrated the 2026 Hall of Fame which coincided with Landcare’s 40 year anniversary with a warm and spirited gathering at Taltarni Vineyard, Moonambel. Against a backdrop of autumn vines and community pride, five awards were presented to recognise individuals and groups whose dedication has shaped the region’s environmental legacy.
	The event brought together long-standing volunteers, partner organisations, and families — all united by a shared commitment to caring for country.  A highlight of the afternoon was the presentation of the 2026 Hall of Fame award winners, captured in the photo above.
	The 40-year celebration at Taltarni Vineyard was more than an awards ceremony — it was a tribute to the people who have rolled up their sleeves for decades to protect the region’s lakes, rivers, grasslands, and cultural heritage. As Landcare enters its fifth decade, the stories shared on the day — from Jean Holland’s dawn vigils to the APBLG’s cultural heritage walks — remind us that environmental stewardship is built on passion, persistence, and community spirit. The BNGLN thanked all volunteers, partners, and supporters who continue to keep Landcare strong.
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	Terry Simpson Landcare Group Award
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	Wycheproof and District Landcare
	CHECK OUT  THE NEW  BNGLN TRAILER IN ACTION
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	Friends of Mt Wycheproof
	The ANZAC Day service in 2026 in Wycheproof had an extra noteworthy event take place.  A key feature of this year’s commemorations was the recognition of Wycheproof’s Currajong - Avenue of Honour on Mt Wycheproof - a forgotten Avenue of Honour for WW1.
	Article from the 1918 newspapers - ‘In August 1918, twenty-five local families planted Currajong trees on Mount Wycheproof to honour young men from the district who lost their lives in the First World War.’
	Unfortunately over time, the unique avenue on the mount gradually faded from public memory due to a formal cenotaph being installed in the town’s main street in 1922, and the sports and A&P events being transferred from the Mount to a later facility north of the town, and the Mount reserve being fenced off in the 1960’s for a proposed zoo initiative. 2019 saw the fences removed, the currajongs having been found again a year or two before.
	Sixteen of the original trees still stand, and the missing trees have now been replanted from seed from the originals.
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	Wetlands of Rupanyup with  Avon Plains Banyena Landcare Group cont.
	After a picnic lunch at Jack Emmett Billabong, the group headed to Jack’s Track, which meanders through Black Box and Lignum toward a wetland and woodland area. Beginning behind the old Rupanyup Flour Mill, where the first concrete silos in Australia were built, Jack’s Track is on private land that has been opened up for the benefit of community and environment, with Adrian Tyler again playing a large role in its establishment, planting and ongoing maintenance. Converted from a site that in 2005 contained only a single Black Box tree, and where a sand quarry was once used to source materials for the town’s concrete silos, it is now a revegetated wetland that serves both ecological and community purposes. A White-Faced Heron, Australasian Grebes, Eurasian Coots and Pacific Black Ducks were observed enjoying the series of dams, which help filter water on its last stop in the town’s water treatment journey, before being put to use on the local footy oval.
	Weather conditions are ideal at the moment for getting out in the winter sunshine to appreciate our local environment, or to get plants in the ground, and there are many Landcare activities happening around the district that community members are always welcome to attend. The next Avon Plains Landcare event is a visit to Dalki Garringa Native Nursery in Wail on Wednesday 22July at 10am, all welcome.
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	DON’T MISS OUT, NOMINATIONS CLOSE 31 JULY 2026!

	OTHER BITS AND PIECES
	Do you know an environmental hero that should be recognised?
	Help recognise a local environmental hero or group by nominating them for the 2026 State and Territory Landcare Awards! These awards celebrate individuals, groups and organisations protecting Australia’s land, water and ecosystems.
	A volunteer who’s spent years restoring a local reserve
	A landcare, Coastcare, bushcare, ‘Friends of’ or rivercare group making a difference
	A Traditional Owner or First Nations organisation caring for Country
	A school, youth group or young person leading positive change in their community
	the neighbour who spends weekends replanting a creek line
	the farmer trialling new ways to be sustainable on their property
	the teacher helping students grow a habitat garden
	the volunteer group that turns up month after month to restore a local reserve and help improve biodiversity.
	Nominations are free and open to everyone, including self-nominations. It only takes around 10-minutes to submit a nomination and shine a light on the important work happening in communities across the country.
	LOOKING FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS We’re inviting locals to join our BNGLN… well, let’s call it anything but a committee! The word committee sounds like clipboards, fluorescent lights, older people and someone saying “moving a motion,” but ours is really just a great bunch of people who meet quarterly, share ideas, laugh a lot, and help guide Landcare projects in a relaxed, practical way. Think of it as a friendly crew, a brains‑trust, a quarterly catch‑up with purpose — whatever feels less scary than committee. If you’re keen to be part of something fun, meaningful, and very low‑stress, we’d love to have you jump in.  For more information contact Adam Campbell  on 0428 308 708
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